10                 WORK AND WORSHIP

with a superhuman Power which is itself felt
to be the source and the culmination of culture.
Then it is realised that while necessity at first
appeared to be the parent of culture, it was in
reality a cultural urge in the nature of super-
humanity that made necessity the means to
its own end. When this stage has been
reached (and many of the world's great
creative artists have reached it), the meaning
of the word culture has passed from tillage to
worship. The Divine Personality and its
method and purpose are glimpsed, and the
endeavour of life is henceforth to disclose the
characteristics of that Divine Personality, to
live (as Milton put it) " as ever in the great
Task-master's eye/5 with life not a gratification
but a sacrament.

We have not, however, to wait until we
are artists.in order to experience something of
the thrill of devotion in culture. The open-
eyed poet* Francis Thompson, sang in beauti-
ful symbolism and rhythm the realisation of
the truth which -has been stated in terms of
.spiritualscience by many an Indian seer:
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